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Read Colossians 1:14-20 
 

In our previous paragraph (vv. 9-14) we noted how, ”The Father is further described as the one 
who qualifies His people to share in the inheritance/the hope laid up in heaven.  Because we are 
now qualified we live in the kingdom of His Beloved Son.  This kingdom is marked by grace, 
life, and light (Rom. 5:18-21).   Through the transfer we have been rescued from the domain of 
darkness.  We are qualified to live in the kingdom of His Beloved Son through the redemptive 

activity of His Son.  I find the progression fascinating.  First, through the person and work of His 
Beloved Son forgiveness is secured.  Forgiveness cancels debt.  In the cancelling of debt, 
redemption happens.  In redemption, His people are rescued from the domain of darkness and 
then transferred into the kingdom of His Son.”   
 

The Son who reigns (v. 13) and redeems (v. 14) is further described in verses 15-20.  One writer 
maintains that as a Christological statement it has “scarcely an equal, and certainly no superior.” 
(W.H. Griffith Thomas, Christ Pre-Eminent: Studies in the Epistle to the Colossians [Chicago, IL: The Bible Institute Colportage Ass’n, 1923], p. 39) 
 

Any who read the lofty descriptions are compelled to comply with this assessment. The Creedal 
sense of the passage is mandated by the present threat existing in the city and church of Colossae.  
Thus, “The doctrine of Christ was the principal truth threatened by the false teaching at Colossae, 
and this is the doctrine Paul presents to his readers before dealing specifically with the false 
teaching. His presentation of the doctrine of Christ takes the form of the ‘Christ hymn’ in 
Colossians 1:15-20.” (Bibliotheca Sacra 141 (April-June 1984) 99-111. Copyright © 1984 by Dallas Theological Seminary. Cited with 
permission. Colossian Problems Part 2: The "Christ Hymn" of Colossians 1:15-20, F. F. Bruce) 
 

As a hymn, could the content be any more gripping?  Could this not be part of the anthems sung 
before the throne of God in Revelation 4 and 5?  The one who redeems sinners and reigns over 
saints is unsurpassed.  The supremacy of Jesus Christ is seen in four distinct areas.  First, the 
supremacy of Jesus is seen in His relationship to the Father (v. 15).  Second, the supremacy of 
Jesus is seen in His relationship to creation (vv. 16, 17).  Third, the supremacy of Jesus is seen in 
His relationship to the Church (vv. 18, 19).  Finally, the supremacy of Jesus is seen in His 
relationship to reconciliation (v. 20).   
 

In His relationship to the Father the Bible says, “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn 
of all creation” (v. 15).  Two things stand out.  First, He brings to light the unseen.  Second, He is 
first in order and priority.  He leads the way.   
 

The word “image” is our English word “icon.”  He corresponds exactly without wavering to the 
Father.  Jesus told Philip, “He who has seen Me has seen the Father” (John 14:9).  Earlier John said 
of Jesus, “No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God who is in the bosom of the 
Father, He has explained Him” (John 1:18 [the word “explained” is our English word 
“exegete”]).  A.T. Robertson notes how, “Jesus is the very stamp of God the Father as he was 
before the Incarnation (John 17:5) and is now (Philippians 2:5-11; Heb 1:3).”  In His relationship to 
the Father no one and nothing can compare with Him.   
 

The word “firstborn” has enabled some to significantly distort the preeminence of Jesus Christ.  
Yet if Paul is exalting Christ to answer the assault, it is highly unlikely he would use such an idea 
as suggested by those who make Jesus something other than existing without origin.   



Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by design to have a God-

centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship through intentional and systematic 

instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are 

invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian 

life. 

 

If it were really referring to being born, the verse is theologically incorrect. Adam was the 
firstborn man of creation (although he wasn't really born). Cain was actually the first to be 
actually born into the creation. Jesus was not born until thousands of year later. The word 
"firstborn" in this verse does not refer to a physical birth, but refers to Jesus' position to inherit the 
creation. In Jewish law, the firstborn inherited the lion's share of his father's estate. Jesus is to 
inherit the creation. It has nothing to do with being created. Verse 18 from this chapter of 
Colossians goes on to directly contradict Jesus being created describing Him as existing in "the 
beginning." This same verse describes Jesus as being the "firstborn from the dead" and defines 
Jesus as having "first place in everything," demonstrating that "firstborn" refers to position and 
not creation. http://www.godandscience.org/cults/jesuscreated.html 
 

Jesus Christ is unsurpassed in the relationship He has to His Father.   
 

In His relationship to creation the Bible says, “For by Him all things were created, through Him 
and for Him.  He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together” (vv. 16, 17).  Verse 17 
emphasizes the thoughts of verse 16.  If Jesus created the world and all things outside of Him, 
then He must be “before all things” and “through [or on account of] Him” all things are held 
together.  Why did He create, and why does He continue to hold everything together?  
Everything has been put into play in order that His Story would be told and all things created 
would and will one day bow before Him and confess that Jesus Christ is King of kings and Lord 
of lords to the glory of God the Father (Phil. 2:9-11). 
 

Jesus Christ is unsurpassed in the relationship He has to His creation.   
 

In His relationship to the Church the Bible says, “He is the head of the body, the Church” (vv. 18, 
19).  The churches of Colossae make up one Church and it is the body of Jesus Christ.  As head 
He leads His Church.  As head He is united to His body in such a way as to form “one flesh”.  
One cannot sever the head from the body without causing terminal problems.  The union 
between the two is immutable and inseparable.   
 

Jesus Christ is unsurpassed in the relationship He has to His Church.   
 

Finally, in His relationship to reconciliation the Bible says, “Through Him to reconcile all things 
to Himself” (vv. 20).  Verses 18 and 19 assure the reader of the Father’s intent.  In the writing of 
the Story, God’s intent was to make Jesus Christ the apex and focus of the Story.  The Father’s 
intent in telling the Story was “so that He Himself will come to have first place in everything” (v. 
18b).  Jesus Christ has first place in everything [because hoti] in Him all the fullness [of God] 
dwells (v. 19; See also 2:9). The word “dwell” speaks of residing and living.   
 

It is so incredibly important to recognize the nature of the Bible as one Story in which God 
created a world to worship Him through the redemption and adoption of sinners as sons.  This is 
the Story written, and this is the Story told. 
 

In the city of Colossae, this is the assault being brought against the Story.   If Jesus Christ can be 
removed as the centerpiece of the Story, then there is no story to tell.  What was once good news 
becomes bad news and one will go from grace to works.  This is the threat, and this is the 
tragedy.   


